
Truth
understanding 
A study of how to read the bible



Why do people understand the Bible differently?

What pitfalls could distort our understanding of 
God’s Word? 



“I believe in equality, so we shouldn’t take the Bible
literally when it talks about homosexuality,
divorce, or abortion.”

Pitfall #1: In my opinion…

🚫🚫

Interpretation Principle #1

Differences of perspective are vital to Bible study, but
our ultimate authority is God’s Word, not our opinion.



“1 Corinthians 14:40 says that, when we meet, we
should do things decently and in order, therefore
we must have a clock in the auditorium to keep
time.”

Pitfall #2: Overextending Principles

🚫🚫

Interpretation Principle #2

Biblical principles can inform our decisions in matters of
opinion, but our conclusions from those principles do
not become law.



“Paul says in Romans 8:24 that ‘hope that is seen
is no hope at all.’ I don’t have a sports car and so
God wants me to hope for that.”

Pitfall #3: Cutting and Pasting

🚫🚫

Interpretation Principle #3

Context, context, context! And then more context.

“In 1 Corinthians 11 it says that women dishonor
their heads when they are uncovered. Therefore
women must wear veils during worship services.”

🚫🚫



“In Matthew 28:2 it says that an angel came and
rolled back the stone from the tomb, so today we
need God to roll back the stones of despair and
pain from our lives so we can walk free like Jesus.”

Pitfall #4: Finding Metaphors

🚫🚫

Interpretation Principle #4

Let Scripture interpret Scripture. We can deduce when
metaphorical language is used by the style of the writing
or by being directly told by the writer.



“Jesus said in Matthew 5:29 that if my right eye
causes me to sin, then I should pluck it out. So
that’s why I wear this eye patch now.”

Pitfall #5: Making Metaphors Literal

🚫🚫

Interpretation Principle #5

All human languages use figures of speech. We can avoid
a lot of trouble if we realize that early.



Pitfall #6: Not Loving the Truth

Interpretation Principle #6

To understand the truth, we must want to.



Why should we study how to study the Bible?



Some questions we hear about why we shouldn’t focus
too hard on how we study the Bible:

• Illumination- “Doesn’t the Holy Spirit within a
person give them an understanding of Scripture?”

• Existentialism- “Everyone has their own opinion
and that will never change. Why would we try to
defy human nature?”

• Despair- “Why bother? The Bible is just too hard
to understand.”

Isn’t studying how to study unnecessary?



Can we understand the Bible alike?

If so, why?
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