




Last week we identified 6 common pitfalls that could

cause people who have the same source material to

understand the Bible differently:

1. In my opinion…

2. Overextending Principles

3. Cutting and Pasting

4. Finding Metaphors

5. Making Metaphors Literal

6. Not loving the truth

Bible Study Pitfalls



Can we understand the Bible alike?

If so, why?



4
There is one body and one Spirit, just as you 

were called in one hope of your calling;
5

one 

Lord, one faith, one baptism;
6

one God and 

Father of all, who is above all, and through all, 

and in you all.

Ephesians 4:4-6



Some questions we hear about why we shouldn’t focus

too hard on how we study the Bible:

• Illumination- “Doesn’t the Holy Spirit within a

person give them an understanding of Scripture?”

• Existentialism- “Everyone has their own opinion

and that will never change. Why would we try to

defy human nature?”

• Despair- “Why bother? The Bible is just too hard

to understand.”

Isn’t studying how to study unnecessary?



1. The Bible commands us to rely on God for

understanding. Why rely on God for something He is

incapable of giving?

2. God expects man to understand His Word. (ex. Walls

of Jericho, Noah in the Ark)

3. If we cannot understand the Bible alike, how can we

be unified as the Bible demands?

There is one Lord, one faith, and one baptism and 

we can understand them!

We can understand!



We don’t always understand alike because…

• … of ignorance.

• ... of prejudice.

• … of an improper method.

We can and must overcome all three of these 

obstacles to understand the truth.

We can, but we don’t always.



For discussion:

If the body of Christ (the church) is to be unified, 

what doctrines must we agree on?



For discussion:

For matters of salvation, are there any passages that 

are hard to understand? (Where a person would not 

know how to come into a saved relationship with 

Christ?) 

If so, what are they and do you think any of the 

common pitfalls we discussed make them hard to 

understand?



For discussion:

What basic facts must we agree on before 

attempting to understand Truth?




