


Truth
understanding 
A study of how to read the bible



16 So He came to Nazareth, where He had been brought up. And 
as His custom was, He went into the synagogue on the Sabbath 
day, and stood up to read. 17 And He was handed the book of the 
prophet Isaiah. And when He had opened the book, He found the 
place where it was written:

18 “The Spirit of the LORD is upon Me, Because He has anointed 
Me, To preach the gospel to the poor; He has sent Me to heal 
the brokenhearted, To proclaim liberty to the captives and 
recovery of sight to the blind, To set at liberty those who 
are oppressed; 19 To proclaim the acceptable year of the LORD.”

20 Then He closed the book, and gave it back to the attendant 
and sat down. 

Luke 4:16-20



Now when they had passed through Amphipolis and 
Apollonia, they came to Thessalonica, where there was a 
synagogue of the Jews. 2 Then Paul, as his custom 
was, went in to them, and for three Sabbaths reasoned 
with them from the Scriptures, 3 explaining and 
demonstrating that the Christ had to suffer and rise 
again from the dead, and saying, “This Jesus whom I 
preach to you is the Christ.” 4 And some of them were 
persuaded; and a great multitude of the devout Greeks, 
and not a few of the leading women, joined Paul 
and Silas.

Acts 17:1-3



For discussion:

What benefits are there to studying the Bible 
together?



The early Christians relied on the Scriptures and the
teachings of the apostles to be the foundation of their
worship together because:

• Reading together helps us grow spiritually
together.

• It gives us the opportunity to make disciples.
• It unites us in the blood of Christ despite

worldly divisions,
• It protects the truth.

Benefits of Group Study



For discussion:

What challenges are there to studying the 
Bible together?



Like our independent study, communal Bible study
takes effort. Otherwise:

• Group discussions can become unfocused or
unproductive.

• Strong personalities can take a class over.
• Without preparation, discussion can lose its

foundation in Scripture.
• Saboteurs can easily find a home.

Challenges of Group Study



For discussion:

What should you do if you want to sabotage a 
group Bible study?



Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the
wilderness to be tempted by the devil. 2 And when
He had fasted forty days and forty nights,
afterward He was hungry. 3 Now when the tempter
came to Him, he said, “If You are the Son of God,
command that these stones become bread.”
4 But He answered and said, “It is written, ‘Man
shall not live by bread alone, but by every word
that proceeds from the mouth of God.’ ”

Matthew 4:1-4



5 Then the devil took Him up into the holy city, set 
Him on the pinnacle of the temple, 6 and said to 
Him, “If You are the Son of God, throw Yourself 
down. For it is written:

‘He shall give His angels charge over you,’
and, ‘In their hands they shall bear you up,
Lest you dash your foot against a stone.’ ”

7 Jesus said to him, “It is written again, ‘You shall 
not tempt the LORD your God.’ ”

Matthew 4:5-7



8 Again, the devil took Him up on an exceedingly high
mountain, and showed Him all the kingdoms of the
world and their glory. 9 And he said to Him, “All these
things I will give You if You will fall down and worship
me.”
10 Then Jesus said to him, “Away with you, Satan! For it is
written, ‘You shall worship the LORD your God, and Him
only you shall serve.’ ”
11 Then the devil left Him, and behold, angels came and
ministered to Him.

Matthew 4:8-11



The Saboteur derails a group Bible study by:

1. Sidetracking us with shallow questions.
2. Confuse us with relativism.
3. Preaches the promises but not the commands.
4. Leads us to talk about anything but God.
5. Confines Bible study to study.

The Saboteur’s Playbook



For discussion:

What fundamental rules should we follow 
when interpreting Scripture?

What tools can I use in my study?



Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the
wilderness to be tempted by the devil. 2 And when
He had fasted forty days and forty nights,
afterward He was hungry. 3 Now when the tempter
came to Him, he said, “If You are the Son of God,
command that these stones become bread.”
4 But He answered and said, “It is written, ‘Man
shall not live by bread alone, but by every word
that proceeds from the mouth of God.’ ”

Matthew 4:1-4
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